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DETAILED ACTION 

A. This action is in response to the following communications: Request for 
Continued Examination filed 05/11/2009. 

B. Claims 1-2, 5-11, 13-14, 17, 20-22, 25, 27 and 36-39 remain pending. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office 
action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .114. Applicant's submission filed on 
05/1 1/2009 has been entered. 



NOTE: In order at an attempt to further prosecution Bryan (US Pat. 7,133,869) 
rejection will be vacated to show that other references exist that teach the 
claimed invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 -2, 5-1 1 , 1 3-1 4, 1 7, 20-22, 25, 27 and 36-39 is rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Pather, Shyamaian (US Pub. 2004/0002972 A1), 
herein referred to as "Pather". 

4. The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this 
application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 

As to independent claims 1 and 13, Pather teaches a method of generating 
notifications in a notifications system and corresponding computer readable media 
(figure 1), said notifications system being configured to provide notifications to 
subscribers (par.9) via a data communication network (par.10), said notifications 
containing content provided by one or more content providers (par.6), said method 
comprising: receiving a parameter-driven template from a content provider (par. 1 17), 
said template relating to a category specified by the content provider,(par.72), said 
template containing one or more parameters specified by the content provider, said 
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parameters defining a plurality of events specified by the content provider and relating 
to the specified category, each of said events comprising a recurring event specified by 
the content provider (par.69, 72-73), said parameters relating a subscription for 
notifications and specifying a predefined scheduled time for the notifications to occur 
(par.69; times are defined for when a notification is to take place (i.e. a stock price 
changes at a specific time, a sports score, any real world happening, etc.); enabling a 
notifications application based on the received template (par.1 17, 648), said 
notifications application mapping a recurring event (par.68,148) to one or more 
subscribers as a function of the parameters specified by the content provider (par. 148) 
enabling the notifications application based on the received template includes creating 
an application definition file that describes the notifications application (par.120) and 
executing the notifications application on a recurring basis to generate a notification in 
accordance with the predefined scheduled time specified by the received parameter- 
driven template parameters, wherein the notification is generated based on matching 
the latest recurring event of the specified category with subscribers of the specified 
category, and wherein the generated notification is delivered to the subscribers of the 
specified category on a recurring basis in accordance with the predefined scheduled 
time defined by the received parameter-driven template parameters (par.69-72, 
1 1 7,1 48-1 50, 648 and 650). In short Pather provide a system for gathering events 
from content providers called event providers from around the world which is 
sent to a notification application server that access a database for subscription 
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information which sends notifications to delivery channels where the delivery 
services send the notification to end users or subscribers. 

As claim 2, Pather further teaches providing the template to the content provider for 
completion by the content provider (par.117and 121). 

As claim 5, Pather further teaches one of the parameters specified by the content 
provider relates to delivery of the notifications at a predetermined time of day (par.220- 
221). 

As claim 6, Pather further teaches the method of claim 5, further comprising matching a 
most recent instance of the recurring event to the subscription to generate the 
notifications for delivery at the predetermined time of day (par.266). 

As claim 7, Pather further teaches one of the parameters specified by the content 
provider relates to delivery of the notifications upon occurrence of the recurring event 
(par.148). 
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As claim 8, Pather further teaches matching the recurring event to the subscription to 
generate the notifications for broadcast delivery upon occurrence of the recurring event 
(par.147-148). 

As claim 9, Pather further teaches providing a user interface for the subscribers to 
manage the subscription (par.142). 

As claim 10, Pather further teaches the method of claim I, wherein the notifications 
relate to one or more of following topics: horoscope, lottery, and news (par. 1 18). 

As claim 1 1 , Pather further teaches defining the template based on common features of 
a plurality of notifications applications (par.1 17,1 19-1 20). 

As for independent claim 14, Pather teach a data structure defining an application for 
use in a notifications system (figure 1 ), said notifications System being configured to 
execute the defined application for providing notifications to subscribers (par.9) via a 
data communication network (par.10), said notifications containing content provided by 
one or more content providers (par.6), said data structure comprising: a user interface 
template configured to contain information for defining a user interface corresponding to 



Application/Control Number: 10/728,697 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2179 

the application for managing the subscription of the user, said interface allowing the 
user to select a category, wherein a subscription is generated for the user from the user 
interface template, said subscription indicating that the user wants to receive 
notifications related to the selected category and allowing the user to specify a 
predefined scheduled time for the notifications to occur (par.68-69,1 17); a scenario 
template configured to contain information for defining the application ( par.1 17- 
120,648-650), said scenario template having one or more parameters specified by the 
content provider (par.69, 72-73,648) and relating to a subscription for notifications 
(par.68-69), wherein the scenario template includes a category component defining a 
plurality of events specified by the content provider and relating to a category specified 
by the content provider, for which the notifications are to be generated, each of said 
events relating to a recurring event specified by the content provider (par.68,148); a 
notification generation component responsive to an event feed for mapping a recurring 
event (par.68,120,148) to one or more subscribers as a function of the parameters 
specified by the content provider and as a function of the subscription of the subscriber, 
said notification generation component generating a notification for recurring event in 
accordance with the predefined scheduled time specified by the received parameter- 
driven template parameters, wherein the notification is generated based on matching 
the latest recurring event of the specified category with subscribers of the specified 
category (par.86 and 93); and a delivery component for routing the notification to the 
subscribers of the specified category relate to the event, wherein the notification is 
routed to the subscribers of the specified category on a recurring basis in accordance 
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with the predefined scheduled time defined by the received parameter- driven template 
parameters (par.69-72, 117,148-150, 648 and 650) (note the analysis of claim 1 
above). 

As claim 1 7, Pather further teaches one of the parameters specified by the content 
provider relates to delivery of the notifications at a predetermined time of day (par.220- 
221). 

As claim 20, Pather further teaches the notifications relate to one or more of following 
topics: horoscope, lottery, and news (par.118). 

As claim 21 , Pather further teaches the scenario template is based on common features 
of a plurality of notifications applications (par.1 17-120). 

As for independent claim 22, Pather teaches a system configured for generating and 
delivering notifications to subscribers (figurel), via a data communication network 
(par.10), said notifications containing content provided by one or more content providers 
( par.6 and 9), said system comprising: 

a computing device (figure 1) coupled to a data communication network (par.10) and 
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configured to receive; a subscription from a subscriber specifying a category for which 
the subscriber wants to receive notification of the events relating to the specified 
category (par.9, 68-69,72); a parameter-driven template from a content provider via the 
data communication network (par.68-70), said template containing information provided 
by the content provider and relating to a subscription for notifications (par. 1 17-120), said 
template relating to a category specified by the content provider, said template 
containing one or more parameters specified by the content provider, said parameters 
defining a plurality of events specified by the content provider and relating to the 
category, each of said event relating to a recurring event specified by the content 
provider, said parameters relating to a subscription for notifications and specifying a 
predefined scheduled time for notifications to occur (par.68,71 -72,1 17,648); to enable a 
notifications application based on the template, said notifications application mapping a 
recurring event (par.68,71 -72,1 1 7,648) to one or more subscribers as a function of one 
or more parameters specified by the content provider on a recurring basis in 
accordance with the predefined scheduled time defined by the parameter-driven 
template parameters (par.68,71 -72,87)wherein the generated notification is delivered to 
the subscribers of the specified categories on a recurring basis in accordance with the 
predefined scheduled time specified by the received parameter-driven template 
parameters wherein the notification is generated based on matching the latest recurring 
event of the specified category with subscribers of the specified category (par.85-88), 
and wherein the generated notification is delivered to the subscribers of the specified 
category on a recurring basis in accordance with the predefined scheduled time defined 
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by the received parameter-driven template parameters(par.69-72, 1 17,148-150, 648 
and 650). 

As claim 25, Pather further teaches one of the parameters specified by the content 
provider relates to delivery of the notifications at a predetermined time of day (par.220- 
221). 

As claim 27, Pather further teaches the computing device is further configured to 
receive another parameter-driven template (par.11 7, 148,648) from the content provider 
via the data communication network (par.10), said other template containing information 
provided by the content provider (par.141-143). 

As claim 28, Pather further teaches the notifications relate to one or more of following 
topics: horoscope, lottery, and news (par.118). 

As claim 29, Pather further teaches the template is based on common features of a 
plurality of notifications applications (par.1 17-120). 
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As claim 30, Pather further teaches the computer-readable medium further stores 
computer-executable instructions to be executed on the computing device to create an 
application definition file that describes the notifications application (par.1 18-120). 

As claim 31 , Pather further teaches comprising a subscription store configured to store 
notification offerings described by the application definition file (1 17-120). 

As claim 32, Pather further teaches the system of claim 31 , wherein the computer- 
readable medium further stores computer-executable instructions to be executed on the 
computing device to validate incoming subscription management requests and commit 
the requests to the subscription store (par.79). 

As claim 33, Pather further teaches the computer-readable medium further stores 
computer-executable instructions to be executed on the computing device to generate 
the notification based on matching external events with corresponding subscriptions 
(par.80-83). 
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As claim 34, Pather further teaches the system of claim 22, wherein the computer- 
readable medium further stores computer-executable instruction to be executed on the 
computing device to deliver the notification system (par.6-10). 

As claim 35, Pather further the template is predefined and re-usable (par.1 17,148,648- 
650). 

As for independent claim 36, Pather teaches a notification system for generating and 
delivering notifications to subscribers (figure 1; par.6), said notifications containing 
content provided by one or more content providers (par.9), said system comprising: a 
computing device (figure 1) coupled to a data communication network (par.10), said 
computing device being configured to receive a parameter-driven template (par.68-69, 
117, 148) from a content provider via the data communication network (par.9-10), said 
template containing information provided by the content provider and relating to a 
subscription for notifications ( par.1 17-120, 148) said template relating to a category 
specified by the content provider, said template containing one or more parameters 
specified by the content provider, said parameters defining a plurality of events 
specified by the content provider and relating to the category, each of said event 
relating to a recurring event specified by the content provider said parameters relating to 
a subscription for notifications and defining a predefined scheduled time for the 
notifications to occur (par.68-69,721-72,148); a subscription store (par.82) associated 
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with the computing device, said subscription store being configured to store one or more 
notification offerings (par.82-83) described by an application definition file, said 
application definition file being generated from the received a parameter-driven 
template, said application definition file including the predefined scheduled time for the 
notifications to occur (par.68-69,1 17,148); to enable a notifications application to 
execute on a recurring basis according to the predefined scheduled time for the 
notifications occur included in the application definition file (par.1 17-120), said 
notifications application delivering the notification to the subscribers in response to an 
recurring basis in accordance with the predefined scheduled time included in the 
application definition file wherein the notifications application maps the latest recurring 
event to the specified category to one or more subscribers as a function of the 
parameters specified by the content provider (par.69-72,1 17,148-150,648,650). 



As claim 39, Pather further teaches one of the parameters specified by the content 
provider relates to delivery of the notifications at a predetermined time of day (par.220- 
221,266). 



(NotG l) It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art references and 

any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it 
contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In 
re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332-33, 216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006,1009, 158 
USPQ 275, 277 (CCPA 1968)). 

Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-2, 5-11, 13-14, 17, 20-22, 25, 27 
and 36-39 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Inquires 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Augustine whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1056 and fax is 571-270-2056. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
- Friday: 9:30am- 5:00pm Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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